GENEVA

BISHOP. I cannot bear this: the man is insane, I
subscribe to the Society almost beyond my means. It
is a body of the highest respectability and piety.

COMMISSAR. You are misinformed: its doctrines
are of the most subversive kind. They have penetrated
to my own household. My wife is a busy professional
woman, and my time is taken up altogether by public
work. We are absolutely dependent for our domestic
work on our housekeeper Feodorovna Ballyboushka.
We were ideally happy with this excellent woman for
years. In her youth she was a udarnik, what you call a
shock worker,

BISHOP. You are all shock workers in Russia now.
You have seen the effect on me?

COMMISSAR. That was in the early days of the revo-
lution, when she was young and ardent. Now she is
elderly; and her retirement into domestic service suits
her years and her helpful and affectionate tempera-
ment. Two months ago an extraordinary change came
over her. She refused to do any work that was not
immediately necessary, on the ground that the end of
the world is at hand. She declared that she was in a
condition which she described as "saved", and inter-
rupted my work con-
tinually with at-
tempts to save me.
She had long fits of
crying because she
could not bear t
thought of my wife
spending eternity in
hell She accused

